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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT EVANS AND NOVAK OP-ED COLUMN THE 
WASHINGTON POST MONDAY DECEMBER 27 HEADED "ISRAEL AND THE 
F-16 DISPUTE." 

2. PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER IS ABOUT TO BE CAUGHT IN A POLI- 
TICAL-MILITARY SQUEEZE BETWEEN ISRAEL'S REQUEST FOR PRODUC- 
TION RIGHTS TO THE NEW F-16 FIGHTER PLANE AND THE LIKELY 
RESISTANCE OF FOUR EUROPEAN ALLIES TO GO ALL THE WAY WITH 
THAT REQUEST. 

3. THE F-16 DISPUTE IS ONLY THE LATEST PREDICAMENT ARISING 
OVER THESE LONG-STANDING - AND UNDERSTANDABLE - U.S. DE- 
SIRES: TO HELP ARM ISRAEL FOR ANOTHER POSSIBLE WAR AGAINST 
THE ARABS AND TO EASE ITS ECONOMIC CRISIS. 
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4. AGAINST THESE LAUDABLE GOALS, HOWEVER, IS THE PROBLEM 
OF ISRAEL'S USING U.S. FOREIGN AID TO SELL ARMS ON THE WORLD 
MARKET. THAT PRACTICE CAN CONFLICT DIRECTLY WITH U.S. IN- 
TERESTS AND U.S. ALLIES. 

5. WHEN ISRAELI DEFENSE MINISTER SHIMON PERES ARRIVED HERE 
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TWO WEEKS AGO TO PRESENT ISRAEL S NEWEST REQUEST, THE F-16 

WAS AT THE TOP OF THE LIST. HE WANTED NOT ONLY 50 OF THE 
NEWEST U.S. FIGHTERS TO BE FINANCED BY THE UNITED STATES 
BUT ALSO THE RIGHT TO CO-PRODUCE 200 MORE. THIS MEANS IS- 
RAEL WOULD MAKE COMPONENTS AND ASSEMBLE THE PLANE IN IS- 
RAEL. 

6. SOME DEFENSE AND DIPLOMATIC EXPERTS HERE SUSPECT IS- 
RAEL ALSO WANTS TO MARKET SPARE PARTS (FROM ITS OWN PRO- 
DUCTION) TO FOREIGN BUYERS OF THE PLANE - IRAN, FOR EX- 
AMPLE. THIS WOULD HELP FINANCE THE F-16S PURCHASED 
THROUGH U.S. CREDITS FOR ISRAEL S OWN AIR FORCE. 

7. THE PROBLEM IS THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS A COMPLETELY 
SEPARATE AGREEMENT WITH FOUR OF ITS NATO ALLIES: BELGIUM, 
THE NETHERLANDS, NORWAY AND DENMARK. THAT AGREEMENT WAS 
PUSHED HARD BY THE UNITED STATES TO PERSUADE THE FOUR NATO 
COUNTRIES TO AGREE ON THE F-16 AS A STANDARDIZED NATO 
FIGHTER PLANE. ACCORDINGLY, EACH OF THE FOUR NOW HAS THE 
RIGHT TO "CO-PRODUCE" THE AIRCRAFT AND SELL SURPLUS PRO- 
DUCTION ABROAD. 

8. THE SEPARATE DEAL BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND ISRAEL 
COULD PUT ISRAEL INTO COMPETITION WITH THE FOUR NATO COUN- 
TRIES FOR SELLING THE F-16'S VALUABLE SPARE PARTS (AS WELL 
AS IN DIRECT COMPETITION WITH THE UNITED STATES ITSELF). 

SO, A QUIET BUT INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION IS NOW UNDER WAY 
BY THE STATE AND DEFENSE DEPARTMENTS INTO POLITICAL AND 
MILITARY RAMIFICATIONS OF THE WHOLE CO-PRODUCTION DEAL 
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WITH ISRAEL. 

9. WHATEVER THE INVESTIGATIONS SHOW, THESE ARE THE ALTER- 
NATIVES: RISK AFFRONTING OUR NATO ALLIES BY AGREEING ON AN 
ADDITIONAL CO-PRODUCTION PARTNER, WITH FUTURE COMPETITION 
ON SPARE PARTS TURNED OUT BY AN AGGRESSIVE, HIGHLY OR 
GANIZED FORCE OF AVIONICS TECHNICIANS IN ISRAEL; OR DENY 
ISRAEL A COST-SAVING SCHEME, RISKING A NASTY FIGHT WITH 
PRO-ISRAEL FORCES IN CONGRESS. 

10. THE STATE-DEFENSE STUDY WILL EXPLORE HIDDEN ASPECTS 
OF ISRAEL'S BURGEONING ARMS TRADE GOING WELL BEYOND THE 
F-16. ISRAEL HAS BEEN DICKERING WITH BOTH AUSTRIA AND 
SOUTH AFRICA FOR SALE OF THE ISRAELI-PRODUCED KFIR FIGHTER 
PLANE - AN ISRAELI-DESIGNED BODY WITH A GENERAL ELECTRIC 
J79 JET ENGINE AND SOME COMPONENTS MADE IN ISRAEL. 

1 1 . THE CHANGING ROLE OF THE KFIR IS CITED BY EUROPEAN 
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MEMBERS OF THE F-16 CONSORTIUM AS AN "ILLUMINATING STUDY" 
FOR WHAT CONCEIVABLY MIGHT HAPPEN IN ISRAEL TO THE F-16. 

12. WHEN ISRAEL DECIDED TO PRODUCE THE KFIR, THE UNITED 
STATES WAS INFORMED THE AIRCRAFT WOULD REDUCE ISRAEL'S 
NEED FOR SUCCESSIVE MODELS OF AMERICAN FIGHTER JETS. CON- 
SEQUENTLY, THE GE JET ENGINES WERE APPROVED FOR EXPORT TO 
ISRAEL. 

13. THE LATEST VERSION OF THE KFIR IS DESCRIBED BY DE- 
FENSE EXPERTS HERE AS "MADE TO ORDER FOR EXPORT#,WITH AUS- 
TRIA, SOUTH AFRICA AND TWO LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES AS 
TARGETS. OFFICIALS HERE RULE OUT AUSTRIA AS A BUYER, BUT 
NOT SOUTH AFRICA AND THE LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES. 

14. ISRAELI SALE OF THE KFIR IS ILLEGAL WITHOUT PRIOR 
U.S. APPROVAL, BECAUSE OF ITS HIGH-TECHNOLOGY U.S. COM- 
PONENTS, PARTICULARLY THE ENGINE. NEVERTHELESS, TOP OFFI- 
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CIALS HERE SAY ISRAEL DEFINITELY IS HOPING FOR A SALE AND 
FOR WHITE HOUSE OR CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL. 

15. THAT MAY BE WISHFUL THINKING. WITH JIMMY CARTER TAK- 
ING A TOUGH, NO-COMPROMISE LINE ON SOUTH AFRICA, FAR MORE 
SUBJECT TO BLACK POLITICAL INFLUENCE THAN PRESIDENT FORD, 

A WAIVER OF THE BAN MIGHT NOT GET THROUGH EITHER THE WHITE 
HOUSE OR CONGRESS. 

16. SOME CONGRESSMEN HAVE PRIVATELY QUESTIONED ISRAEL'S 
SALE TO CHILE OF THE SHAFRIR, AN ISRAELI-MADE AIR-TO-AIR 
MISSILE. IT HAS NO U.S. COMPONENTS AND CAN BE SOLD LE- 
GALLY, BUT THE SHAFRIR WOULD FALL UNDER A CONGRESSIONAL 
BAN ON THE SALE OF A SIMILAR U.S. WEAPON TO CHILE. IN- 
DEED, U.S. POLICY AS DICTATED BY CONGRESS IS STRONGLY 
BIASED AGAINST ARMS SALES ANYWHERE IN LATIN AMERICA. 

17. IT IS AGAINST THAT BACKGROUND THAT THE CARTER ADMIN- 
ISTRATION WILL JUDGE ISRAEL'S REQUEST FOR A CO-PRODUCTION 
DEAL ON THE WEST'S MOST ADVANCED FIGHTER AIRCRAFT. THE 
NEW PRESIDENT WILL HAVE TO BALANCE ISRAEL’S JUSTIFIED 
NEEDS FOR MILITARY PROTECTION AND ECONOMIC HELP AGAINST 
U.S. INTERESTS ELSEWHERE, PARTICULARLY IN TROUBLED NATO. 
(END OF TEXT ) 

ROBINSON 
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